MONTANA BOOK AWARD

March 16, 2009
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Barbara Theroux 406-721-2881

FULL-COURT QUEST WINS 2008 MONTANA BOOK AWARD

The 2008 Montana Book Award winnerfsll-Court Quest by Linda Peavey and Ursula Smith, pub-
lished by University of Oklahoma Press. This ahamaard recognizes literary and/or artistic excel-
lence in a book written or illustrated by someor®wves in Montana, set in Montana, or dealing
with Montana themes or issues. Presentations aaception with the winning authors will take
place Thursday, April 23, during the Montana Lilgrassociation Conference in Kalispell.

Full-Court Quest tells the story of the girls from Fort Shaw Indi@chool basketball team who became
the world champions at the 1904 St Louis World’'s.F&he book gives a rare glimpse into Ameri-
can Indian life and into the world of women'’s babkd before “girl’s rules” temporarily shackled

the sport. In-depth research and extensive calidiom with the teammates’ descendants, make this
an important Montana story as well as an enteriginarrative.

Four honor books were also chosen by the 2008 MarBmok Award Committee:

Freeman Walker by David Cates, published by Unbridled Books. At #iye of seven a mulatto slave
boy, Jimmy Gates, is freed by his owner-fatherassed from his mother, and sent to England for
an education. This adventure tale comes back ter&aduring the Civil War and into the gold
camps of Montana, as one man searches for theimgeafimrmoral freedom.

Montana: Sories of the Land edited by Krys Holmes, published by The Montanstétical Society.
This book is a well written, comprehensive histofyhe state of Montana illustrated with Montana
artwork, photographs and artifacts. The book wéenided as a textbook for 7th and 8th graders but
has great appeal to anyone interested in Montatariand culture.

Requiem for Locusts by Wendy Parciak, published by Two Canoes Prbtszita is a mentally ill
newcomer to the Locust Street neighborhood, a plde no one seems to really know each other.
This debut novel gives insight into the world ofnta illness and what happens when neighbors
confront the chaos in their own lives.

Saving Homewaters by Gordon Sullivan, published by Countryman Prdssy conservation and
restoration policies between 1900 and 1972 thahsettage for protecting Montana'’s streams and
rivers from pollution and neglect are examined. nilaf the biologists, anglers, and political leader
of today are also interviewed as they continuesthgronmental fight for clean water.

The Montana Book Award was founded by the Frierfde@Missoula Public Library in 2002 and
winners are selected by a committee of individvagsesenting areas throughout Montana. Mem-
bers of the 2008 Montana Book Award committee idetliHonore Bray, Missoula; Della Dubbe,
Cut Bank; Jan Jelinek, Billings; Anne Kish, Twini@yes; Mark Miller, Bozeman; Linda Minich,
Butte; and Samantha Pierson, Libby. The actindgr éh8arbara Theroux, Missoula.

P.0.BOX 8732 Missoula, Montana 59802-8732 www.montanabookaward.org






ERROR synt axerror
OFFENDI NG COVMAND: - -nostri ngval - -

STACK:
/Title

()

/ Subj ect

(D: 20090317120758- 06’ 00" )
ModDat e

/
()

/ Keywor ds

(PDFCreat or Version 0.9.5)
/ Creat or

(D: 20090317120758- 06" 00" )
/ CreationDat e

(j doyl e)

/ Aut hor

-mar k-



